QBS Council Presents 2006 Award

The Connecticut QBS Council presented its 2006 Qualifications-Based Selection Award at the Joint Design and Construction Industry Dinner held February 28, 2006 in Rocky Hill, Connecticut. This year the award was presented to the Town of Tolland and their High School Building Committee. 

In the fall of 2002, the town formed the committee and they began planning for a new school. Some members had architectural and engineering backgrounds, but most, including the chair, Jo-Anne Rankin, had none, and as she notes, had no idea of what they had volunteered for. That is a rather sobering thought for a group about to plan a project worth many millions of dollars, but typical in the school construction arena. One of their first tasks was to engage a QBS facilitator, in this case Bruce Bockstael, chief architect at the Connecticut Department of Public Works and a volunteer with the Connecticut QBS Council. Through several meetings, Bockstael educated the committee and helped them implement QBS. 

Several months later, after having utilized the qualifications-based selection (QBS) process recommended by Bockstael and the Connecticut QBS Council, they selected Moser Pilon Nelson/Architects, LLC, and were quite pleased with the QBS process as well as the selected firm. 
The town’s school building referendum passed in June, 2003 and they brought Bockstael back for advice on various project delivery methods. In the fall, they used QBS again, this time to select Dimeo Construction Company, as construction administrator. “We've also been extremely impressed with the quality of work we've received from Dimeo,” said Rankin. A year later, FIP Construction, Inc. was awarded the project as the general contractor. 
The school project is marching toward a September, 2006 opening date. As the committee chair states, “We are on schedule and on budget. Everyone involved in the project keeps referring to this project as the smoothest project they've ever worked on. I think a large part of that is the up-front work we did to assemble a top-notch team.” 
John Dugan, President of the Connecticut QBS Council presented the award to Peter Harting of the Tolland High School Building Committee. 
Qualifications-Based Selection is a fair, objective and legal process for selecting the services of design professionals who are most qualified for a particular project, based on competence and experience. QBS fosters communication and compatibility between the owner and the selected firm. A well conducted selection and negotiation process sets the tone for an efficiently managed project - with scope and responsibilities clearly defined, both owner and design professional can join in a common goal towards successful project completion.  The Connecticut QBS Council is supported by AIA/Connecticut, ACEC Connecticut and CALS. If you are aware of any upcoming projects in your community, please contact the Connecticut QBS Council at (203) 281-4322 or email ctqbs@ctqbs.org. For more information about QBS, visit our web site at www.ctqbs.org. 
