TESTIMONY BEFORE 

THE STATE CONTRACTING STANDARDS BOARD
REGARDING A UNIFORM PROCUREMENT CODE
July 11, 2006
I am John P. Dugan, Jr. PE, President of the Connecticut QBS Council and I am here today to urge the Board to adopt the Qualifications-Based Selection (QBS) method for the selection of design professionals for the state’s uniform procurement code. QBS is an objective and fair process used by owners to select architects, engineers and land surveyors based on the design professionals’ qualifications in relation to the project.

Selecting design professionals is one of the keys to a successful project. The design will determine the construction costs, financial and functional feasibility as well as the operation and maintenance costs during the life of the project. It is in the owner’s best interest to understand that the quality of a professional service is more important than its cost. While fees for professional services typically represent only a fraction of the construction budget, the quality of those services is the single most important factor in the overall construction and life cycle costs of a project.

QBS fosters communication and compatibility between the owner and the selected firm. That relationship is not adversarial in nature. In fact, competent professional firms will always look out for the owner’s best interests because they serve as the owner’s agents.

A well conducted selection and negotiation process sets the tone for an efficiently managed project - with scope and responsibilities clearly defined, a fair fee for those services is then negotiated. Both owner and design professional can join in a common goal towards successful project completion.

QBS has been a best  practice among government agencies across the United States. All Federal agencies have required using QBS since 1972 [“Brooks Act” PL 92-582.]. Many state agencies, municipalities, other public owners, and non-profits employ QBS. In Connecticut, state statutes require the Departments of Transportation and Public Works use the QBS process. The American Bar Association recommends QBS as stated in their 2000 Model Procurement Code for State & Local Governments. The American Public Works Association recommends QBS in their Selection and Use of Engineering and Architectural Consultants.

 Thank you for your consideration and I would be happy to answer any of your questions. 
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